Murray State University Staff Congress
Draft Minutes for November 8, 2006
1:30 PM, Sid Easley Alumni Center
PRESENT: Kelly Buffington, Terry Burgess, Michael Busby, Jody Cash, Kim Griffo, Marion Hale, Orville
Herndon, Lana Jennings, Jerry O’Bryan, Rick Pierceall, Debbie Plummer, Sheri Riddle, Tracy Roberts, Phil
Schooley, and Gina Winchester. Guests: Dr. Tim Miller and Kristin Taylor.
REPORTS FROM SPECIAL GUESTS: Dr. Tim Miller, interim MSU President, reported that the next Board of
Regents meeting will be held on December 8. Dr. Dunn will arrive on campus near Thanksgiving. He will assume
his presidential duties on December 1. Also on December 1, Dr. Dunn will hold a press conference. The time will
be announced later. Dr. Miller reported that the university and the Board of Regents have been dismissed from the
Dennison lawsuit.
Alison Epperson, Coordinator of Intra-Collegiate Sports and Chairperson for United Way presented information
regarding the options available to MSU employees who wish to contribute to United Way. She noted that MSU is
half way to goal its of $20,000. The Community goal is $315,000. Ms. Epperson left some pledge cards and
designation cards for Staff Congress members to use and to distribute to fellow staff. The completed cards can be
sent to her at the Wellness Center.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Executive Committee Report: Parking Tag Pro-Rated Charge for Spring (AI# 0607-002): Terry Burgess reported
that the Executive Committee was not able to meet during the last month. He noted that the first staff information
forum will be held on November 9. He thanked Staff Regent Gina Winchester for compiling results of the staff
surveys. Terry has posted portions of the survey results on the Staff Congress webpage.
CALL TO ORDER: A Quorum was reached and Staff Congress President Terry Burgess called the meeting to
order.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Orville Herndon made a motion to approve the minutes. Debbie Plummer seconded,
and the motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Staff Congress Treasurer Marion Hale presented the October 2006 Treasurer’s
Report. Kelly Buffington made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Tracy Roberts seconded, and the
motion carried.
Personnel Policies/Benefits Committee: Tuition Waiver Changes/Bank Creation (AI# 0607-015): Michael Busby
reported that the Personnel Policies and Benefits Committee discussed a proposal to increase the tuition waiver
allotment from 6 to 8 per year. The committee also discussed a proposal to establish individual tuition waiver banks
which would allow employees to carry over unused tuition waivers for later use. The amount of tuition waivers to
be carried over has not yet been determined.
Sick Leave Policy Wording Changes (AI# 0607-017) were also discussed at the meeting. The proposed changes
would allow employees to use sick leave to care for parents, grandchildren, and foster children.
At the next meeting of the Personnel Policies/Benefits Committee, Human Resources will give a presentation
regarding changes in the Discrimination Policy wording (AI# 0607-014).
These issues will be forwarded to the Faculty and Staff Insurance and Benefits Committee.
Credentials and Elections Committee: Orville Herndon listed the four Staff Congress vacancies and their categories.
Staff Recognition Committee: No report.
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Staff Special Events Committee: Jody Cash distributed a list of food, drinks, and supplies used at last year’s Staff
Christmas Reception so that Staff Congress members can make comments/requests on the list for this year’s
reception which will be held Thursday, December 7, 9:30-11:30. Dr. Robertson’s office will donate funds for door
prizes to be purchased at the bookstore. Jody distributed a sign-up sheet for Staff Congress members to indicate
when they can help at the reception.
The Children’s Christmas Party is scheduled for December 9, 1:00-3:00p.m., Dr. Robertson’s office will donate
funds for the popcorn. Candy for the party can be brought to Jody at the Public Safety Office. The gift bags for the
party have been ordered and will need to be stuffed by as many volunteers as possible on December 1.
Communications Committee: Lana Jennings reported that the newsletter has been mailed. The committee is ready
to compose another newsletter to be mailed the first week of December.
Working Conditions Committee: No report.
Ad-hoc Committee
Job Salary and Benefits Research Committee: No report
Computer Purchasing Committee: Orville Herndon distributed a sheet with price quotes and specifications for
laptops from various vendors available through MSU Procurement. The consensus of the committee members is to
purchase the Gateway laptop. After today’s Staff Congress meeting, Orville will contact Tom Denton to transfer
funds, which have been approved by Dr. Tim Miller, to the Staff Congress account to purchase the laptop.
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES:
Faculty and Staff Insurance and Benefits Committee: Terry Burgess said that he would like to schedule a meeting
of the Faculty and Staff Insurance and Benefits Committee for November 17 at 3:00, pending faculty availability.
The meeting location will be announced.
Intercollegiate Athletic Council: Michael Busy reported that the Intercollegiate Athletic Council met in October. He
reported on the new coaches and some of the other decisions made at the meeting.
Naming Campus Facilities Committee: No report.
Judicial Board: Kelly Buffington reported that the Judicial Board met October 9.
Sick Leave Appeals Committee: No report.
STAFF REGENT REPORT:
Staff Survey about Issues (AI# 0607-005): Gina Winchester reported that the official results of the staff survey are
available. She reminded everyone that the Staff Regent and Staff Congress Executive Committee Fall Forum will
be held November 9 at 3:00. Gina will report on the recent Board of Regents meeting at the forum.
OLD BUSINESS:
Changes to Staff Congress Constitution and Bylaws (AI# 0607-001): Tracy Roberts read the proposed changes to
the Staff Congress Constitution.
Debbie Plummer made a motion to add a friendly amendment to Article XI, Section 3, sentence 4. The amendment
changes the phrase “total membership” to “total current membership”. Jody Cofer seconded, and the motion
carried.
Kelly Made a motion to accept changes to the Constitution as read and amended. Jerry O’Bryan seconded. Voting
was done by a show of hands. The motion passed unanimously. At the next Staff Congress meeting, a vote will be
taken to pass final approval of the proposed changes to the Constitution.
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Lana Jennings made a motion to table discussion of the proposed changes to the Staff Congress Bylaws until the
next Staff Congress meeting. Debbie Plummer seconded, and the motion carried.
Calendar and List of Staff Congress Members in New Employee Packets (AI# 0607-001): Terry Burgess has
submitted a written request for Human Resources to send a monthly list of new staff to Staff Congress so that Staff
Congress members may contact/welcome them.
NEW BUSINESS:
Quarterly Staff Recognition Award (AI# 0607-016): Terry Burgess noted that staff commented on the staff survey
that they would prefer to have staff recognized for outstanding service more than once per year. At a future
meeting, Staff Congress will consider quarterly recognition of staff.
Adjourn:
Debbie Plummer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jody Cofer seconded, and the motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 2:39p.m.

