Murray State University Staff Congress
Draft Minutes for November 12, 2008
Curris Center: Mississippi Room
Updated December 3, 2008
PRESENT: Terri Benton, Terry Burgess, Michael Busby, Christian Cruce, Marion Hale, Orville Herndon, Wade
Herndon, Lana Jennings, Tresa Jones, Tommy Kimbro, Shelia Lamb, Norma Sue Miller, Jane Page, Debbie Plummer,
Sheri Riddle, Phil Schooley, Mark Shearer, and Becky Wilder. Guests: David Borum, Murray State News; Tom Denton,
Vice President for Finance and Administrative Services; Tom Hoffacker, Director, Human Resources; Josh Jacobs, Chief
of Staff; and Don Robertson, Vice President for Student Affairs.
CALL TO ORDER: Staff Congress President Phil Schooley called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m.
REPORTS FROM SPECIAL GUESTS:
Josh Jacobs, Chief of Staff, said that he met with Phil Schooley and Cathy Bazar regarding fundraising for the staff book
scholarship. He has consulted John Rall, MSU General Counsel, regarding the legal requirements for lottery fundraising.
Josh, Phil, and Cathy will continue to meet to discuss possible fundraising options. The Board of Regents will meet
Friday, November 14. Although equipment difficulty prevented live internet streaming of the previous board meeting,
plans have been made to stream the upcoming meeting over the internet.
Don Robertson, Vice President for Student Affairs, reported on recent campus events: Racer Day and the Teacher Career
Fair. He asked Staff Congress members to pass along to co-workers his appreciation for the appearance of the campus and
the courteous treatment of the Racer Day participants. He announced upcoming events: Murray Idol on November 14, at
Lovett Auditorium; volleyball games on November 14 and 15; and the Residential College Association’s Hanging of the
Green on December 2. The construction of the Richmond Residential Colleges is continuing on schedule. He reminded
staff to be aware that students will be facing increased pressures as the semester reaches an end. Two staff members are
retiring. Jim Baurer, Curris Center Director, has been with the university for more than 30 years. Jack Vaughn, University
Store Director, is retiring after 43 years with MSU. Both have been very dedicated to the university and will be greatly
missed.
Mr. Tom Denton, Vice President Administrative Services, discussed potential adjustments for MSU in response to state
appropriations. He reported on the status of new constructions: Richmond is expected to be ready for students on August
1, 2009. The Public Safety building should be finished in December. He introduced Tom Hoffacker, Director of Human
Resources. Mr. Hoffacker follows Joyce Gordon, who retired as Director of Human Resources after approximately 38
years with MSU.
Mr. Hoffacker said that he worked in Food Service this morning to become acquainted with that department and its staff.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Terry Burgess made a motion to approve the October minutes as presented. Marion Hale
seconded and the motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Debbie Plummer presented the August and September Treasurer’s Reports.
Orville Herndon made a motion to approve the August and September Treasurer’s Reports as presented. Christian Cruce
seconded, and the motion carried.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Executive Committee Report: No report.
Personnel Policies/Benefits Committee: Michael Busby welcomed Tom Hoffacker. He proposed that Staff Congress
President Phil Schooley and the Personnel Policies/Benefits committee meet with Mr. Hoffacker to discuss current issues
being addressed by the committee. The committee is reviewing the Policy and Procedures Manual and the Employee
Handbook. Michael noted that Human Resources has polled staff in supervisory positions, asking them what they would
like to see added to a skills test for clerical and administrative assistant applicants.
Credentials and Elections Committee: Orville Herndon distributed an updated tentative Staff Regent Election Schedule
which included election guidelines. Orville Herndon made a motion to accept the dates and rules of the election. Terry
Burgess seconded. Discussion followed: Phil Schooley asked about prohibition of campaigning on the day before the
election. The reasoning for that prohibition last year was because absentee voting was held the day prior to the election.
The motion was approved.

Staff Congress Draft Minutes for November 12, 2008

Page 2 of 3

Staff Recognition Committee: Sheri Riddle said that she has more display stands for the “Way to Go” award nomination
forms. She named buildings which currently have displays. The location of the stands should be rotated. The previous
quarter’s “Way to Go” awards recipients and the staff book scholarship winners will be recognized at the December Staff
Congress meeting.
Staff Special Events Committee:
Christian Cruce reported that Staff Congress met its goal of $1,000 for the Heart Walk. The team had four members.
Josh Jacobs thanked Staff Congress for raising the money. The overall goal for the walk was $75,000, a significant
increase over last year’s $60,000. Last year, MSU raised a little over $9,000. This year, the university raised over $13,000
with the help of staff, students, and faculty. Josh conveyed thanks from Dr. Randy Dunn and Dr. Ronda Dunn to the
university community for the work done for the Heart Walk.
Cathy Bazar was unable to attended today’s Staff Congress meeting due to an ERP meeting. Phil Schooley read her report
regarding the upcoming Children’s Christmas Party and the Staff Reception.
Communications Committee: Lana Jennings said that Friday, November 14, is the tentative deadline for article
submission for the next newsletter. She discussed possible items for the newsletter and proposed mailing dates for the
newsletter as well as the Christmas event flyers.
Working Conditions Committee: No report.
AD-HOC COMMITTEES:
Salary and Benefits Equity Research Committee: No report.
Staff Congress Foundation Book Scholarship Committee: Kim Griffo was unable to attend today’s Staff Congress
meeting. Phil Schooley reported that the two winners have been selected for the book scholarship. The names of the
winners are being sent to Human Resources before being announced.
Staff Recognition Award Changes: Debbie Plummer said that the committee would like to meet to discuss comments
made on the Staff Survey regarding the Staff Recognition Award.
Staff Congress Bylaws Review Committee: Orville Herndon made a motion to amend Article II of the Bylaws as
proposed on the handout distributed at the October and November Staff Congress meetings. Terry Burgess seconded.
Discussion followed. Orville elaborated on the proposed changes. The vote was taken with a show of hands: Yes=17, No=
0.
Orville presented the proposed changes to Bylaw Articles IV and V. Discussion followed.
Staff Handbook Review Committee: Michael Busby referred to the comments he made earlier in today’s meeting.
UNIVERSITY-WIDE COMMITTEES:
Faculty and Staff Insurance and Benefits Committee: Terry Burgess reported that at its November 7 meeting, the
committee discussed several issues including plan year 2010 and potential plan design changes to better fit the employees
and to address cost.
Staff Congress President Phil Schooley thanked Terry and the committee members for their work.
Intercollegiate Athletic Council: Michael Busby said that student athlete exit interviews will be conducted soon. The
composition of the council will be evaluated to ensure campus-wide representation, as some departments are not currently
represented on the council. The Athletics offices have been remodeled.
Josh Jacobs added that the NCAA Peer Review Team recertification occurred near the end of October. The evaluation
occurs every ten years. The NCAA team, composed of faculty, staff, and students, conducted 62 interviews on-campus.
The team members came from institutions across the country. They said they were pleased and amazed at the consistency
across campus and the caliber and friendliness of faculty and staff. As part of the review process, the university also
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submitted a self-study. Josh thanked the IAC and staff members for their work on the committee and representation of the
university.
Naming Campus Facilities Committee: Christian Cruce said that a meeting will be held in December.
Judicial Board: No report.
Sick Leave Appeals Committee: No report.
Staff Regent Report: Staff Regent Gina Winchester was unable to attend today’s meeting due to attending a meeting out
of town. Phil Schooley distributed copies of Gina’s report and a copy of the agenda for the Board of Regents meeting to
be held on November 14. Phil has a copy of the survey that anyone may read. Gina will present the survey to the Board of
Regents at the November 14 meeting.
OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: Phil said that he has been approached about changing the date of the next Staff Congress meeting
from December 10 to December 3 due to finals being held during the second week of December. Discussion followed.
Staff Congress members present agreed to have the meeting on December 10 as scheduled.
Adjournment: Terry Burgess made a motion to adjourn. Debbie Plummer seconded, and the motion carried. The
meeting was adjourned at 2:44 p.m.

