Murray State University Staff Congress
Draft Minutes for May 9, 2007

Curris Center: Commonwealth Room
PRESENT: Cathy Bazar, Virgil Boyd, Bill Brien, Kelly Buffington, Terry Burgess, Michael Busby, Christian Cruce,
Kim Griffo, Marion Hale, Orville Herndon, Tresa Jones, Jerry O’Bryan, Debbie Plummer, Rhonda Rogers, Phil Schooley,
Mark Shearer, Steve Thomas, and Lisa Willis. Guests: Becky Watts, Deputy to the President, and Gina Winchester, Staff
Regent.
CALL TO ORDER: Staff Congress President Terry Burgess called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.
REPORTS FROM SPECIAL GUESTS:
Becky Watts, Deputy to the President, said that the agenda for the Board of Regents meeting this month includes the
university budget. The faculty handbook is undergoing revisions.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
February Meeting Minutes: Debbie Plummer made a motion to approve the February minutes. Marion Hale seconded, and
the motion carried.
March Meeting Minutes: Kelly Buffington made a motion to approve the March minutes. Christian Cruce seconded, and
the motion carried.
April Meeting Minutes: Marion Hale said that due to the lack of a quorum, the April meeting could not be adjourned with
a motion. The last sentence of the minutes should be changed to read as follows: The meeting was adjourned at the
request of Staff Congress President Terry Burgess at 2:40 p.m. Orville Herndon made a motion to approve the April
minutes as corrected. The motion was seconded, and the motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
February Treasurer’s Report: Debbie Plummer made a motion to approve the February meeting Treasurer’s Report. Kelly
Buffington seconded, and the motion carried.
March Treasurer’s Report: Orville Herndon made a motion to approve the March meeting Treasurer’s Report. Debbie
Plummer seconded, and the motion carried.
April Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Marion Hale explained the movement of money between sub codes to provide a
positive balance in the sub codes. Debbie Plummer made a motion to approve the April meeting Treasurer’s Report. Jerry
O’Bryan seconded, and the motion carried.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Executive Committee Report: President Terry Burgess said that he received an email from Mark Galloway which stated
that Mark is resigning his position on Staff Congress.
Terry passed around a sympathy card for everyone to sign. The card will be sent to Staff Congress member Jane Page
whose husband passed away.
Personnel Policies/Benefits Committee: Michael Busby reported that the committee is researching policies of
benchmark universities regarding interim title limitation (AI# 0607-021) and staff leave for fall break day(AI# 0607-023).
At the request of Terry Burgess, Michael agreed to assume the position of chair of this committee which was vacated by
Mark Galloway.

Credentials and Elections Committee: Chair Orville Herndon presented the results of the Staff Congress Election. He
introduced newly elected Staff Congress members Cathy Bazar, Virgil Boyd, Tresa Jones, and Steve Thomas, whose
terms began immediately, as they are filling current Staff Congress vacancies. Also elected were Bill Brien and Mark
Shearer whose terms will begin July 1. Lana Jennings, Debbie Plummer, Tracy Roberts, and Rhonda Rogers were reelected to Staff Congress.
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He read the requirements for the 2007-2008 Staff Congress executive positions of Treasurer, Vice President, and
President. Voting for those positions will be held at the June meeting of Staff Congress, with terms to begin at the July
Staff Congress meeting. Staff Congress members interested in running for any of those offices should contact Orville.
Staff Recognition Committee:
Quarterly Staff Recognition Award (AI# 0607-016): Rhonda Rogers summarized the development and purpose of the
Quarterly Staff Recognition Award. Each quarter, a random drawing of that quarter’s nominees will be held. The winner
will receive a $25 gift certificate from the University Store. The proposal has been sent to Tom Denton. The Staff
Recognition Committee will meet with him on May 25, to discuss the proposal. Planning for the 2007 Staff Appreciation
Luncheon will begin next month.
Staff Special Events Committee: Committee member Phil Schooley reported that 8 people attended the May
dinner/night out for MSU staff. The next dinner is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5, at 6:00 p.m., at Backyard Burgers. The
restaurant will host a rebate night for Staff Congress from 6:00-9:00 p.m., if a representative of Staff Congress is present
at the restaurant during those three hours.
Committee member Christian Cruce said that details are being planned for the MSU staff day with the St. Louis Cardinals
(AI# 0607-027). She said that Committee Chair Misty Starks is collaborating with Corky Broughton of Wellness and
Therapeutic Sciences to develop details for a “Biggest Loser Contest” (AI# 0607-0028).
Communications Committee: Committee member Kim Griffo reported that a newsletter was mailed on Monday, May 7.
Working Conditions Committee:
Food Service—Summer Employment/Seniority Issue (AI# 0607-025): Terry Burgess reported on the status of the
concerns raised in an anonymous letter he received in April from Food Services employees. The Office of Equal
Opportunity has said that the issues raised in the letter do not necessitate intervention from that office. Human Resources
and Dr. Don Robertson, Vice President for Student Affairs, have met to discuss the concerns and have formed a
committee to address those concerns.
AD-HOC COMMITTEES:
Salary and Benefits Equity Research Committee: Committee Chair Debbie Plummer said that she attended the budget
forum on May 8. She reported that the budget includes $40,000 to evaluate the wages of hourly employees. Once the
budget is approved, the next step will be for the university to issue a request for bids from consultants.
UNIVERSITY-WIDE COMMITTEES:
Faculty and Staff Insurance and Benefits Committee: Committee member Terry Burgess said that the committee will
not meet again until August when all faculty are back on campus.
Intercollegiate Athletic Council: Committee member Michael Busby said that he would like to formally announce to
Staff Congress that Jody Adams is the new women’s basketball coach.
Naming Campus Facilities Committee: No report.
Judicial Board: No report.
Sick Leave Appeals Committee: No report.
Staff Regent Report: Staff Regent Gina Winchester noted that a summary of the special-called Board of Regents meeting
held on April 13, was in the Staff Congress newsletter as well as in a campus-wide email from by Dr. Dunn. The next
meeting of the Board of Regents is scheduled for May 18. Gina said that interested staff may meet with her on Monday,
May 14, at 3:00 p.m., in the Career Services conference room to view her Board of Regents book. The Board of Regents
Retreat is tentatively scheduled for July 14, at Lake Barkley Lodge.
Gina will distribute a staff survey in August. A pilot survey will be distributed during the summer. Over the summer, she
will visit various staff members in their offices to obtain their input.
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Parking and Transportation Group: Group member Phil Schooley said that the group’s last meeting of the current
academic year will be held on May 17. Meetings will resume in the fall semester.
NEW BUSINESS:
Terry Burgess noted that New Business was being conducted prior to Old Business in order to enable Staff Congress
members who needed to leave by 3:00 p.m. to do so.
Election of vice-president for remaining term (AI# 0607-029): Terry Burgess opened the floor for nominations.
Rhonda Rogers nominated Debbie Plummer. Debbie accepted the nomination. Kelly Buffington seconded. Kelly
Buffington moved for nominations to cease. The motion was seconded; the motion carried. Kelly made a motion to vote.
The motion was seconded; the motion carried. Debbie Plummer was unanimously elected to the position of
Staff Congress Vice President for the remainder of the 2006-2007 term.
Terry Burgess asked for volunteers to serve on the University-wide Sick Leave Appeals Committee. The positions were
vacated by the resignations of Sherry Fortner (resigned in April) and Mark Galloway. Kelly Buffington, an hourly
employee, and Orville Herndon, a salaried employee, volunteered to serve on the committee.
OLD BUSINESS:
Smoke–free Policy Resolution (AI# 0607-026): Marion Hale made a motion to support the resolution. Debbie Plummer
seconded.
In order to allow time for newly elected Staff Congress members filling vacancies during the 2006-2007 year to read and
ask questions about the smoke-free policy, Orville Herndon made a motion to remove the previous motion to support the
resolution, and table the resolution until the June meeting. Kelly Buffington seconded, and the motion carried.
Adjourn: Orville Herndon made a motion to adjourn. Debbie Plummer seconded the motion, and the motion carried. The
meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

