Writing Across the Curriculum Committee Minutes
Friday, April 15, 2011
1:30 FH 305
Attending: Caitlin Bagley, Kala Chakradhar, Gina Claywell, Sharon Gill, Joy	
  Roach,	
  Kelley	
  
Wezner,	
  Brandon	
  Wilson	
  
1. The February 18 2011 minutes were corrected and then approved.
2. Announcements and reminders
a. Joy Roach and Teri Ray’s spotlight program on business writing will be
Wednesday, April 20 at 1:30 in the Waterfield Library classroom. Ambassadors
were asked to promote the program in their colleges and schools.
b. Stephen Ornes, a professional science writer, will hold a forum on Tuesday, April
19 from 3:30-4:30 in Faculty Hall 208. Information will be forwarded to
ambassadors for further distribution to colleagues.
c. The Provost’s Office is funding proposals for learning communities addressing
responses to Senate Bill 1 reforms. Information will be forwarded to ambassadors
for consideration.
3. The definition of WAC at MSU was discussed. Ambassadors noted two categories of
challenges to improving student writing at MSU: 	
  
a. Student weaknesses, which consist of lack of surface level control, stylistic issues,
lack of development, difficulties with generic conventions and formats, difficulty
distinguishing between professional and conversational tones, difficulties with
revisions, difficulties with generating ideas, little to no sense of ownership of their
writing. Many students don’t perceive writing as something they need to do.
b. Faculty barriers, which include time demands (both the need to cover content that
results in little or no time to teach writing and the understandable desire to
incorporate more grading), difficulty with motivating students to write, a focus on
grammar and mechanics to the exclusion of other elements of writing, differing
definitions of writing, and assigning responsibility to teach writing to different
departments or programs
c. Ambassadors generated possible responses to these challenges:
i. shift attitudes about what writing can be used for
ii. promote students and faculty’s understanding of what writing is; dispel
myths about writing
iii. increase writing practice while not adding to faculty workload (using
writing to learn)
d. Ambassadors brainstormed specific plans:
i. plan to improve student writing by colleges
ii. consider electronic portfolios
iii. writing to learn boot camp
iv. grants for those willing to incorporate writing to learn strategies in the
classroom; cohort shares ideas, resources, and encouragement via online
medium
4. Meeting was adjourned.

