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graduate from MSU’s new
40,000-square-foot . ex-
tended campus facility near
Interstate 24 that is expect-
ed to open in fall 2013.

“We started this program .

in two other places,” Van
Horn said. “We think this
one can be the very best.”

With 40 students, it will
rank as the largest so far. All
students who entered the
programs in Madisonville
and Henderson completed
the course, except one stu-
dent who died, Todd said:
Students enrolled in the
Paducah program range
from all ages and levels of
education, including a medi-
cal doctor, construction
worker and several in health
care. Todd said what the ma-
jority of them share is that
they are successful, estab-
lished individuals looking to
further learning in the state’s
largest MBA program.

Michael Tutor, coordi-
nator of the oncology,pro-

¥ - .
gram at Western Bgi)tlst
Hospital, said the course
offered him a chance to
complete his goal.

“This isn’t a work goal for
me, it’s a personal goal,”
Tutor said. “This is some-
thing I've wanted to do.”

Leon Owen of Metropo-

lis, II1., was one of the first.

students to approach the
school about an extended
campus MBA nearly four

Photos by JODY NORWOOD | The Sun
Daron Sllls reviews biographies from fellow students enrolled in Murray State Univer-

sity's extended campus Master's of Business Administration class Friday at the Crisp
Center, above. Michael Tutor and Vickle Kennedy, employees at Western Baptist

Hospital, talk before the meeting, below. The 18-month course is the first MBA pro-
gram offered in Paducah.

years ago, Van Horn said.
Owen said his daughter
had graduated from MSU
with an MBA two years ago.

Sevetal &f the stiidents

by the number of prerequi-
site classes required. Todd
said faculty had designed the
course to pick out key points
from required courses while
still making the degree at-
tainable in 18 months.

Call Jody Norwood, a
Paducah Sun staff writer,
at 270-575-8658.
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WHAT DOWNTOWN HAS
TO OFFER: Rebekah
Wuchner, middle, and Anissa
Quilling, right, both incoming
freshman at Murray State, get
some information from Katie
Heierman, left, of Murray First
U n i t e d
Methodist Church at Great
Beginnings downtown. The
event, held on Saturday from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m., gave
freshman the chance to explore
downtown and get acquainted
with their home for the next
chapter of their lives.

PAIGE GRAVES / Ledger & Times
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“The builders and the architect have done a wonderful job in
keeping it in the era of the facility. They've addeq a be_autlful_ dark
rich wood ticket booth, so when people come in it will be right
there, front and center, in the lobby.”

Shelley Todd

Director, CFSB Center and Lovett Auditorium

MSU’s Lovett Auditorium receives makeover

BY LAUREL BLACK

Iblack@paducahsun.com
Murray State  University’s
Lovett Auditorium boasts a long
history, which can sometimes take
a toll on a building. But thanks to
a donation, the venue has received
some updates in time for the start
of the Lovett Live entertainment

series in mid-September.

“The builders and the archi-
tect have done a wonderful job in
keeping it in the era of the facil-
ity,” said Shelley Todd, director of
the CFSB Center and Lovett Au-
ditorium. “They’ve added a beau-
tiful dark rich wood ticket booth,
so when people come in it will be

right there, front and center, in
the lobby.”

The building cost about
$145,000 to construct in 1928,
Todd said, and was renovated
for an undisclosed amount with
a donation from Dr. Charles and

Please see LOVETT | 3A

LOVETT

CONTINUED FROM 1A

Marlene Johnson of Carrier
Mills, 111

The renovations — which
include bathrooms and a con-
cession stand — are in keep-
ing with the building’s his-
toric atmosphere, Todd said.

According to Todd, Lovett
served a double purpose un-
til 1937. “It was the second
place that the Racers played
basketball, so the stage is
absolutely huge,” she said.
About 250 people can fit
on stage, making Lovett an
ideal venue for intimate con-
certs, Todd said.

The Lovett Live - series
opens Sept. 18 and will fea-
ture live radio broadcasts
in partnership with WFGE
103.7 FM, Froggy 103.

“It’s a very exciting partner-
ship between Froggy and Mur-

ray State University,” program
director Davey Croakett said.
“What they've done in there is
justabsolutely gorgeous. It has
a very intimate and up close
concert experience.”

The station intends to
broadcast at least an hour
of the series live, along with
interviews with the artists.
“(It’'s) very old-school ra-
dio,” Croakett said.

Although the series of up-
and-coming artists hasn’t
brought in the kind of audi-
ences Todd would like to see,

she believes the renovations °

will help. “You go because
you already know the expe-
rience is what you're going
for, kind of like the Grand
Ole Opry,” she said.

Call Laurel Black, a
Paducah Sun staff writer, at
270-575-8641.

Photo comribuled by Kyser Lou
Chairs fill the stage at Lovett Auditorium on Thursday on the car

pus of Murray State University. Once a site for basketball game

the stage at Lovett can seat 250 guests during its Lovett Live co
cert series.
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INCREASED ENROLLMENT
reports student numbers growing

MSU Ag Dept.

By JOHN WRIGHT
Staff Writer

When Tony Brannon began what is now a
24-year career as a faculty member of the
agriculture program at Murray State
University in 1988, things were paltry in
more ways than one.

The program that year had an incoming
freshman class of 53 students. That also was
the year one of the worst droughts in many
years struck the heart of the United States, a
situation so bad that President Ronald
Reagan came to southern Illinois to view the

damage himself.

Well, fast forward to 2012 and yet another
drought, as severe as ‘88, has again dealt a
harsh blow to the nation’s - farmers.
However, at MSU, things are anything but
dry. When classes opened Tuesday,
Brannon, now dean of the program, and his
staff welcomed 212 incoming freshmen to
the Hutson School of Agriculture, an all-
time record.

“We’ve come a long way,” Brannon said.
“Honestly, I never thought we’d ever have
gotten to the point of having that many.”

Yet, at a time where Internet magnet

Yahoo.com has listed agriculture as the sin-
gle worst subject in which to obtain a col-
lege major, they are coming to MSU in
droves. Yahoo issued that point of view in
an article entitled “College Majors That Are

, Useless” earlier this year, despite the fact

that agriculture provides the most jobs of
any field in the country.

Yahoo's article, though, did not scare off
Paducah student McKell Davis, who said
she had some rather spirited arguments with

B See Page 2
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Freshmen McKell Davis of Paducah (left) and Vaughn Reed

of Greenville are part of the largest incoming freshman class
the Hutson School of Agriculture has welcomed to Murray
State University.

B MSU students...
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her own father over pursuing an
ag major at MSU after that arti-
cle was released.

“You know, though, I think
(MSU’s numbers) defend our
argument as to why this is some-
thing worth doing,” Davis said
Friday. “Right now, the world
itself is just one big challenge. I
think life is just harder in gener-
al than it was many years ago,
namely because of the economy
and finding something you love
is the key to getting through it.”

Like Davis, Greenville fresh-
man Vaughn Reed found inspi-
ration in dealing with upper
classmen and faculty members
through MSU programs. Davis,
a Heath High School graduate,
was a state officer with the FFA,
while Vaughn, a Muhlenberg
County High School alum, was
involved with the Institute for
Future Agricultural Leaders
(IFAL) where participants
stayed on the MSU campus.

“I know tons of those people
now because of that,” Reed said,
noting this is one time where an
18 to 19-year-old should wel-
come the idea of being watched
from afar. “It is a good thing
when you have your professor
calling you or sending you an
email because he saw that you

were out;ef.class and wanted to
see what W

‘going on. That's*

what makes this program differ-
ent from others I think.”

“That leads to the students
knowing that they’re cared for,”
said Dr. Dwayne Driskill, assis-
tant dean of the Hutson School,
as well as the head of
Agricultural Science. “To see
over 800 students in this pro-
gram now, it’s just so exciting to
know that you really are doing it
right.

“We had a meeting just this
week, in fact, and I think it was
said that we have a 72 percent
retention rate in this program.
That is very, very high for any
program.”

And the Hutson School’s
exploits are not lost on those on
the agricultural front lines, like
longtime Calloway County
farmer Jim Kelly.

“Let me tell you something.
That school at Murray is one of
the best-kept secrets. People
with an agriculture degree from
there have gone on to be leaders
of this community,” Kelly said.
“They get a well balanced edu-
cation. They put a lot of that
math and science they learn to
use.

“Here’s the interesting thing,
though. No matter how techni-
cal and mechanical it gets, the
only thing that matters is those
top six inches of soil that keep
the world going, and I know

~they tinderstand that over there.”
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Acknowledging the past, good and bad

Just last week at Wickliffe
Mounds State Historic Site in
western Kentucky, representa-
tives from Native American
tribes joined various dignitaries,
volunteers and visitors to pay
tribute to the earliest known
residents of our region; and to
acknowledge that American his-
tory did not begin with the
arrival of European settlers.

As many in western Ken-
tucky are aware, Wickliffe was
the site of a Native American
village of the mound building
culture, active from about A.D.
1100 to 1350. At its most
developed, Wickliffe consisted
of a busy village of earthen
mounds, with dwellings and
buildings encircling a central
plaza. Abandoned for unknown
reasons around the 1350s, Wick-
liffe was rediscovered in the
1930s when road crews build-
ing a highway began unearthing
remnants of a lost culture.

Fain King, a Paducah busi-
nessman and collector of arti-
facts, purchased the site and
launched  excavations that
destroyed the mounds and
turned Wickliffe into a tourist
attraction, with scant attention
to preservation. Numerous bur-
ial sites were uncovered and
the remains placed on public
view, and King continued to
direct excavations until 1939,
When the Kings retired, the
site. was turned over to West-

ern Baptist Hospital, and con-
tinued to be a tourist attrac-
tion in the 1950s and ‘60s.

Murray State University
acquired Wickliffe Mounds in
1983. Under the leadership of
Dr. Kit Wesler, a level of pro-
fessionalism and ethics was
applied 1o Wickliffe operations.
As a result, significant infor-
mation about former residents
of the site has been gathered,
analyzed and documented.

In 1991, when the Native
American Graves Protection
and Reputriution Act  was
passed, human remains were
taken from public view. Reburi-
als conducted in 1994 includ-
ed participation from over a
dozen tribes. In 2004, Wick-
liffe was transferred to the
authority of the Kentucky
Department of Parks, and plan-
ning for more reburials con-
tinued.

Last Thursday, representa-
tives from the Chickasaw
Nation gathered with represen-
tatives from the Kentucky
Department of Parks and oth-
ers who volunteered and sup-
ported the project to honor the
reburial process. In his address
to the crowd, lieutenant gov-
ernor of the Chickasaw Nation,
Jeftferson Keel, described rebur-
ial as heart-wrenching and
talked about the resolve and
the years it took to “make sure
we removed the last vestiges

of  barbar-
ianism.”
Keel
went on to
explain that
digging up
graves is a
barbaric
activity. Dis-

playing

them  for Majin Street
profit adds By Constance
another des- Alexander
ecration. Ledger & Times
“We had an Columnist
opportunity

to ensure our
ancestors were returned to their
rightful place,” he remarked.

“We can’t say it was our
grandmother or grandfather,”
Keel said of the reburied
remains, but he emi)husized
that a notion of respect should
embrace all cultures. “They
lived here and thrived here,”
he concluded. “Let them con-
tinue on their journey.”

Later the same day, a Nation-
al  Historic Trail sign  was
unveiled at Columbus-Belmont

-State Park to commemorate the

site of the Benge Detachment
Camp along the Trail of Tears.
In 1838, John Benge was the
commander of the forced march
that relocated about 1100 Native
Americans, mostly Cherokees,
to the Indian Territory in Oklu-
homa. Many of those in the
Benge contingent were children,

and it took ten days to move
the group across the Missis-
sippi so they could be relo-
cated away from their home-
lands. '

Long overlooked, the trag-
ic era of the Trail of Tears
cannot be undone by historic
markers, nor can past exploita-
tion of Native American cul-
ture for fun and profit be erad-
icated through well-meaning
speeches by govermnment offi-
cials and public ceremony. Hon-
oring those who were here
before the rest of us, howev-
er, is a step in the right direc-
tion.

History, after all, is com-
posed of the good and the bad.
lgnoring the past — or even
worse, reinventing it — seems
to be a violation of principles
most of us claim to hold dear.
So when 1 hear rhetoric about
“taking back America,” 1 won-
der which America is being
referred to.

Additional information about
Wickliffe Mounds is available
at http://parks.ky.gov/parks/his-
toricsites/wickliffe-mounds/.
For more about the Trail of
Tears, log on to http://www.his-
tory.com/topics/trail-of-tears.

Read Muain Street online at
wwworravledger.com.  Con-
tact the colummnist directly ar
cacalexander @ hotmail.com.
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MSU KEQC videoconferencing site

FRANKFORT, Ky. - Murray
State University will be one of
five videoconferencing sites for
a quarterly forum of the
Kentucky Environmental
Quality Commission Thursday.

The;forum begins at.5 p.m. in
Room, . 102. of the. Business
Buildin¥ on' the southwest end

invites Kentuckians to share
environmental concerns during

the forum.

Other sites are Kentucky State
University in Frankfort, the
University of Louisville’s
Belknap Campus, Morehead
State University in Morehead
\ar?d the University of Pikeville
in Pikeville. ~

-of thew':ampus. “Fhe commission—Foes-additional information-on

the EQC forum, phone Armita
Gadson at 502-564-2674.
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WKMS presents ROMP 2012 for Labor Day

Special to the Ledger

On Labor Day weekend,
Murray State University’s NPR
Station, 91.3 WKMS-FM, broad-
casts a total of five hours of
music from ROMP 2012 in
Owensboro, portions of which
the station broadcast live in late
June from Yellow Springs Park
thanks to the International
Bluegrass Music Museum which
puts on the festival annually.

On Sunday, Sept. 2, WKMS
offers a three-hour block of its
Labor Day weekend special con-
cert from 1-4 p.m. culminating
with headliners Pokey LaFarge
and South City Three from 3-4
p.m. The groups Town Mountain
and 23 String Band open the
show from 1-2 p.m. The high-
energy Boston-based group The
Deadly Gentlemen have the 2-3
p.m. hour all to themselves.
WKMS pre-empts the regular
programs “The Jazzman Show”
at 1 p.m. and “American Routes”
from 2-4 p.m. only for this
Sunday’s special.

* Pokey LaFarge and South
City Three hail from St. Louis
and are known to western
Kentuckians for “Riverboat
Soul” shows at Maiden Alley
Cinema Theatre in Paducah.
Their mix of early jazz, string
ragtime, country blues and west-

ern swing makes them among the
most innovative of the purists
performing American roots
music today.

The Asheville, N.C,
Bluegrass Band Town Mountain
is traditionally based but reaches
out into the broad horizon of
string band mwusic. They toss
influences as varied as surf-rock,
gospel, and honky-tonk country
into their field of play. 23 String
Band is out of Louisville and is
described as folk, hillbilly, old-
timey and bluegrassy.

The Deadly Gentlemen out of
Boston is a five-member band
that says it plays “epic folk and
grasscore.” Instead of having a
lead singer, the group uses a non-
stop orchestration of somewhat
unconventional vocals, with
everybody in the band doing
everything they can. This group,
which features David Grisman’s
son Sam on bass also stirred great
excitement among the crowd at
ROMP.

On Monday, Labor Day, Sept.
3. WKMS showcases the entire
performance of Punch Brothers
from ROMP, headlined by man-
dolin genius Chris Thile whose
parents, Cathy and Scott Thile,
are Murray residents. The Labor
Day concert starts at 11 a.m. with
20 minutes of music by the

groups Belfry Fellows and
Bearfoot. Punch Brothers come
in at 11:20 am. and entertain
through 1 p.m.

In 2006, former Nickel Creek
member Chris Thile instigated
the collaboration that evolved
into Punch Brothers when he
recruited guitarist Chris Eldridge,
banjo player Noam Pikelny, and
violinist Gabe Witcher to back
him on a solo album, How to
Grow a Woman from the Ground,
bassist Paul Kowert joined the
band three years later. They offi-
cially became Punch Brothers,
releasing a debut album, Punch,

on Nonesuch in 2008. The band's
ROMP 2012 set electrified the
festival’s Friday night crowd.

Nashville’s Belfry Fellows
comes from the tradition of
American old-time and blue-
grass, performed with the
acoustic instrumental precision
of chamber music, and the con-
temporary vocal sounds of folk
and indie rock. Bearfoot’s also
out of Nashville. Bluegrass great
Tim O'Brien says, *“Old-time
music continues to reinvent itself
in the able hands of young artists
like Nora Jane Struthers of
Bearfoot.”
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71 from area attend
Governor’s Scholars

For five weeks, 71 stu-
dents from 22 western
Kentucky high schools
attended the 2012
Governor’s Scholars
Program.

The program allows
students from across the
state to exchange ideas
and become exposed to
different learning disci-
plines in sciences, math-
ematics, humanities
and the arts. Attending
high school juniors are
selected by a committee
based on their academic
records, test scores,
teacher recommenda-
tions, extracurricular
activities and essays.

The program was held
at Bellarmine University
in Louisville, Murray
State University and at
Centre College in Dan-
ville. Attending were:

Ballard County — Mallie
Adaline Myers.

Caldwell County — lan
Samuel Brown, Lesley Anne
Goodaker, Elizabeth Paige
Hart, Anna Marie Laurent and
Emily Ann Weber.

Calloway County — Logan

Thomas English, Ashley Nicole
Harpole, Adrian Elaine Hern-
don, Rosa Kim and Simon
David Mikulick.

Carlisle County — Chaney
Mycrae Brown and Sayer Ray
Rambo.

Crittenden County — Vin-
cent Devin Clark and Robert
Lawrence Knox.

Fulton City — Austin
Shamar Ferrell, Victoria Leigh
Seng and Rebecca Erin Whi-
tesell,

Fulton County — Jeral
Makeda Mack

Graves County — Josuha
Michae! Drouin, Kirsten Diane
Herndon, Hannah Lou Latta
and John Preston Simmons.

Hickman County — Derek
Scott Hayden, Ethan Monroe
Cunningham and Morgan Ni-
cole David.

Livingston County — Des-
tiny Nicole Lee 'and Kaitlynn
Elizabeth Quertermous.

Lyon County — Dare Re-
becca Sutton and Logan Al-
exandira Walton.

Marshall County — Megan
Laurel Harper, Charles Phillip
Powell, Jessica Eve Anderson,
Sydney Elise Colburn, David
Henry Leipzig, Audrey Grace

Moore, Allison Brooke Smith
and Chelsy A. Solomon.

McCracken County — Sara
Lydia McManus, Hannah Eliza-
beth Brown, Chad Allen Beh-
behani, Mckenzie Lane Brind-
ley, Patrick Alexander Davis,
Jonathan Charles Emmons,
Zachary Terrell Hudspeth,
Elizabeth Faith Jerrell, Mad-
eline Grace Riney, Krista Mary
Street, David Joseph Breeder,
Ashton McKenzie Farmer Ste-
ven Craig Wooten and Olivia
Rose Romero.

Mayfield — Aneisha Nicole
Fox and Katherine Noelle Sim-
mons.

Murray — Lucas Tanner
Anderson, Ashley Nicole Daw-
son, Anna Paige Drew, Charles
Michaels Graves, Lindsay
Elizabeth Lambert, Stephen
Curtis Orr and Everett Paul
Weber.

Paducah — McKenzi Leisha
Belt, Marissa B'na Davis, Ali-
cia Danette Humphrey, Conner
Price Layne, Catherine Parker
Miller, Katherine Rose Paxton,
Victoria Lauren Potter and
Caroline Robinson Washer.

Trigg County — Blaine
Wade Alexander and Aubree
Reese Burcham.
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CUBS meeting deals with MSU, United Way site

By HAWKINS TEAGUE
Staff Writer

Attendees of Wednesday's quarterly
Calloway United Benevolent Services (CUBS)
meeting were informed about several new
Murray State University initiatives and a new
United Way networking website.

Gina Winchester, MSU's director of regional
outreach, introduced several speakers from the
university. Winchester mentioned that MSU

was looking at its largest freshman enrollment
ever with close to 1,600 new students. She
added that the university was hoping to top out

at 11,000 total students once the enrollment

numbers were official.

Dr. Susan Muller, who started as the dean of
the College of Health Science and Human
Services last year, said the college had been
restructured in the last few months and should
now work much more efficiently. She said she
was making plans to reactivate the Lions Club

on campus and was also working on an epilep-
sy education initiative with Keith Travis. vice
president of institutional development at

Murray-Calioway County Hospital. She said

she was also trying to start a wellness consor-
tium and was attempting to start what she
hoped would become an annual campus aca-

B See Page 2
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demic conference on health issues.
Winchester introduced Dr.
David Whaley, who started as
dean of the College of Education
about two months ago. Whaley
said his new job was the most
exciting thing he had done in his
35 years in the field. He said he
started his career in education in
1977 teaching an agriculture class
at a high school. . .
Aaron Dail, executive director of
the Murray Calloway County
United Way, said he was working

on joining a new website that
could help non-profit agencies
stay connected with one another
and inform the community about
their needs at any given time. The
site is called “Get Connected,” and
Dail said he hoped it would be
running in 30-45 days. He said it is
as easy for an agency to sign up for
the site as it is to set up a profile on
Facebook.

Robin Esau also told attendees

-about the Nonprofit Connections

Event, which will be held from 10
am. to 2 p.m. SepiI1 and 1-4
p-m. Sept. 12 in the Curris Center,
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Public invited to MSU’s
90th anniversary event

By HAWKINS TEAGUE
* Staff Writer

* Bl he public is invited to celebrate the
90th anniversary of the founding of
Murray State University in the

quad Thursday, Sept. 6.

Mark Welch, Town & Gown coordina-

tor and community relations director, said

Murray .State Normal School was found-
ed in 1922 after the state legislature decided to start normal
schools in the western and eastern parts of Kentucky. The east-
e one became Morehead State, and Murray State officially
opened on Sept. 24, 1923, holding classes for the first year in
Murray High School, now the location of Murray Middle
School,

Welch said that at 6 p.m. Thursday, university officials will
present histories of six important buildings that were construct-
ed in the first decade of MSU’s existence. MSU First Lady Dr.
Ronda Dunn will give a presentation on the presidential home,
Oakhurst, which was owned by founder Rainey T. Wells. It was
built in 1918 and was called “Edgewood” before Wells sold it to
the university in 1936 and it was renamed.

Welch said Jim Carter, vice president of institutional advance-
ment, would talk about the Wrather West Kentucky Museum,
formerly known as Wrather Hall and known as the Old
Administration Building before that. It was the first building
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constructed for the campus and
was completed in 1924. Tim
Todd, dean of the Arthur J.
Bauernfeind College | of
Business, will give a presenta-
tion on Murray State’s second
building, Wilson Hall, which
finished in 1925.

Welch said Dr. Josh Jacobs,
chief of staff to President Dr.
Randy Dunn, would talk about
Wells Hall, which was built in
1925 as a dormitory for women
and also contained the school’s
cafeteria. Pam Wurgler, music
department chair, will talk about
Lovett Auditorium, which was
completed in 1928 but was not
named Lovett until the 1960s,
Welch said. Adam Murray, dean
of university libraries, will talk
about Pogue Library, which was
completed in 1931.

“I think it’s going to be a great
event,” Welch said. “This will
be a good dry run for the centen-
nial celebration in 2022. Here’s
what I think is going to be most
interesting part of our celebra-

tion: There are a number of peo-
ple both on campus and in the
community that are just not
aware of the full history of
Murray State. There are just a
lot of interesting anecdotal
things about how the campus
got started.”

The ceremony will close with
the keynote from MSU’s
founder, who will be played by
Robert Valentine. In preparation
for the role, Valentine said he
sought help with research from
demographers and archivists in
the Murray area, as well as
some MSU students majoring in
history. He said he thought the
story of how Wells was able to
raise $100,000 in the communi-
ty to secure Murray as the loca-
tion for the western normal
school illustrates how important
the relationship has always been
between the residents of Murray
and Calloway County and
Murray State.

“The relationship between the
town and the university is inter-
estfng, and always has been
interesting to me,” Valentine

said. “It’s not that the town feels
a sort of proprietorship over the
university, it’s just that the town
seems to be very proud of its
creation. And when you look at
the story of Rainey T. Wells and
how he organized the supporters
in the Murray area, you can
understand why that’s the case.

“The amount of money that
they raised in the 1920s to sup-
port their bid to be the new nor-
mal school in the west is quite
remarkable. Today, we. say,
‘Well, you know, you can get
five or six people together and
throw $100,000 on the table.
But not in those days, you
couldn’t. It was, literally, the
work of more than 1,000 people
to put that kind of money
together. It's very impressive to
know that you had that much
community support, and I can
only imagine that it took a very
dynamic personality with a pret-
ty strong reputation in the com-
munity to pull all that together,
and that was Rainey T. Wells.”

The outdoor ceremony will be
followed by a reception in the
Pogue Library’s Grand Reading
Room, Welch said.
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Moore to be featured
author on Sept. 27

Special to the Ledger

The Murray State University
department of English and phi-
losophy invites students, faculty
and the public to attend author
Dinty W. Moore’s reading on
Thursday, Sept. 27, at 7:30 p.m.
in Clara M. Eagle Art Gallery on
the sixth floor of the Price Doyle
Fine Arts Building.

Moore is the author of several
books including The Mindful
Writer: Noble Truths of the
Writing Life, The Accidental
Buddhist, The Emperor’s
Virtual Clothes, a writing guide
called Crafting the Personal
Essay: A Guide for Writing and
Publishing Creative Nonfiction
and a memoir, Between Panic
and Desire, which was awarded
the Grub* Street Nonfiction
Book Prize in 2009.

He has also published essays
and stories in The New York
Times Sunday Magazine, The
Southern Review, The
Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine,
Harpers, The Georgia Review
and elsewhere. Moore is a pro-
fessor and director of creative
writing in the B.A.,, M.A. and
Ph.D. creative writing program
at Ohio University.

The reading is free and open to
the public. After the reading, a
reception will take place at
Faculty Club, located at 309
North 14th Street in Murray,
between Woods Hall and Racer
Arena. During the reception,
there will be book signings and
books will be available for pur-
chase on site.

For more information about
the Reading Series, call (270)
809-2401.
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WKMS-FM lists special music for holiday weekend

Special to the Ledger

On Labor Day weekend
Murray State’s NPR Station,
91.3 WKMS-FM, broadcasts a
total of five hours of music from
ROMP 2012 in Owensboro, por-
tions of which the station broad-
cast live in late June from
Yellow Springs Park thanks to
the International Bluegrass
Music Museum which puts on
the festival annually.

On Sunday, Sept. 2, WKMS
offers a three hour bloc of its
Labor Day weekend special
concert from 1-4 p.m. culminat-
ing with headliners Pokey
LaFarge and South City Three
from 3-4 p.m. The groups Town
Mountain and 23 String Band
open the show from 1-2 p.m.
The high-energy Boston-based
group The Deadly Gentlemen
have the 2-3 hour all to them-
selves. WKMS pre-empts the
regular programs The Jazzman
Show at 1 p.m. and American
Routes from 2-4 p.m. only for
this Sunday’s special.

Pokey LaFarge and South City
Three hail from St. Louis, Mo.,
and are known to West
Kentuckians for “Riverboat

Soul” shows at Maiden Alley
Cinema Theatre in Paducah.
Their mix of early jazz, string
ragtime. country blues and west-
ern swing makes them among
the most innovative of the
purists performing American
roots music today.

The Asheville, N. Carolina,
Bluegrass Band Town Mountain
is traditionally based but reaches
out into the broad horizon of
string band music. They toss
influences as varied as surf-
rock, gospel, and honky-tonk
country into their field of play.
23 String Band is out of
Louisville, and is described as
folk, hillbilly, old-timey and
bluegrassy.

The Deadly Gentlemen out of
Boston is a five member band
that says it plays “epic folk and
grasscore.” Instead of having a
lead singer, the group uses a
nonstop orchestration of some-
what unconventional vocals,
with everybody in the band
doing everything they can. This
group, which features David
Grisman’s son Sam on bass also
stirred great excitement among
the crowd at ROMP.

On Monday, Labor Day. Sept.

3. WKMS showcases the entire
performance of Punch Brothers
from ROMP. headlined by man-
dolin genius Chris Thile whose
parents, Cathy and Scott Thile
are Murray residents. The
Labor Day concert starts at 11
a.m. with twenty minutes of
music by the groups Belfry
Fellows and Bearfoot. Punch
Brothers come in at 11:20 am.
and entertain through 1 p.m.

In 2006, former Nickel Creek
member Chris Thile instigated
the collaboration that evolved
into Punch Brothers when he
recruited  guitarist  Chris
Eldridge, banjo player Noam
Pikelny, and violinist Gabe
Witcher to back him on a solo
album, How to Grow a Woman
from the Ground; bassist Paul
Kowert joined the band three
years later. They officially
became Punch Brothers, releas-
ing a debut album, Punch, on
Nonesuch in 2008. The band’s
ROMP 2012 set electrified the
festival’s Friday night crowd.

Nashville’s Belfry Fellows
comes from the tradition of
American old-time and blue-
grass, performed with the
acoustic instrumental precision

of chamber music, and the con-
temporary vocal sounds of folk
and indie rock. Bearfoot’s also
out of Nashville. Bluegrass
great Tim O’Brien says that
"Old time music continues to
reinvent itself in the able hands
of young artists like Nora Jane
Struthers of Bearfoot,”

WKMS broadcasts to over
20,000 listeners in western
Kentucky, southernmost Illinois
and northwestern Tennessee.
The station's media services
include 91.3 WKMS, Murray;
WKMS HD-1 and All-Music

HD-2; 909 WKMD and
WKMD HD-1 and HD-2,
Madisonville; 89.5 WKMT,

Fulton; 99.5 Paris, Tenn., and
All-Music 92.5 Paducah and
101.5 Madisonville. The station
also offers both channels
WKMS HD-1 and HD-2 at
wkms.org, where weekly sched-
ules of programs are available.
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LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED: Rachel Heller, of

Mahomet, Ill., and Shelby Stevens, of Cadiz, both members
and officers of Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority at Murray State
University, recently received the Karen Miller Jackson
Leadership Scholarship for 2012 from Karen Jackson, MSU
alumnae and housing advisor for ASA. The scholarship is
awarded to members who demonstrate outstanding leader-
ship in ASA, on MSU's campus and in the Murray community.
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Roundabout U Kkicks
off its fifth season

Special to the Ledger .

Murray State University’s
Roundabout U kicks off its fifth
season with co-hosts Jim Carter
and Sarah Clark taking a look at
campus.

Murray State University
underwent several renovations
over summer break and Carter
and Clark get the chance to
check out the new improve-
ments to Winslow Dining Hall,
Elizabeth College and Lovett
Auditorium. In other changes,
Matt Markgraf, Kate Lochte and
Chad Lampe talk about new
things at WKMS and how lis-

teners can benefit from listening
to the station at 91.3 FM.
WKMS is Murray State’s public
media service. Roundabout U
also takes the opportunity to
meet a man who has held onto
his Murray State college degree
application for over 50 years
and finally received his diplo-
ma.

This episode of Roundabout U
airs at various times through
Sept. I, and is broadcast on KET
(Kentucky Educational
Television), WSIL and through
local cable systems. Specific
airing dates and times can be
found online at www.round-
aboutu.com.

Roundabout U is a weekly,
award-winning video magazine
produced by Digital Media at
Murray State University. Most
recently, the show picked up a
Grand Champion designation
from Kentucky's CASE awards
competition. Filmed in high def-
inition, the show highlights
events throughout Kentucky and
the region. Visit www.round-
aboutu.com for up-to-date infor-
mation and clips from past
episodes. Fans can also follow
on Facebook and Twitter for
pictures, information and
videos, and viewers can watch
past episodes on Roundabout’s
YouTube page.

For more information, contact
Clark at (270) 809-3344 or
sclark5@murraystate.edu  or
visit the Roundabout U website
at www.roundaboutu.com.





