MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY
Faculty Senate
Organizational Meeting
April 27, 2010

Present: Senators Bartnik, Binfield, Blaylock, Bloomdahl, Bodevin, Busija, Coffelt, Farrell, Fawzy,
Gannon, Goggins, Guyer, Herr, Hoover, Jung, Kleinhans, Koren, Norris, Ortega, Ortmann, Papajeski,
Pittman-Munke, Roach, Robertson, Rogers, Smith, Swisher, Washington, A. White, S. White, and
Regent Morgan.
Absent: Senators Begley, Byers, Locke, McCreary, Miller, Lt. Col. Simon, and Yarali. Guests: Josh
Jacobs, President's Office.
The minutes of April 6, 2010, were approved.
REPORTS
Board of Regents—Regent Morgan reported that two regents' terms expire at the end of June; Chair
Alan Stout and Vicky Travis. The newly elected student regent is Kirby Donuhue, replacing Kara
Mantooth. The board will meet in late July or early August to decide board leadership and committee
chairs.
Academic Policies—Dr. Andy Gannon, Dr. Jacqueline Hansen, and Dr Johan Koren were reelected by
acclamation as Faculty Senate representatives to the University Academic Council.
Finance—No report, having had no official response to items presented at the last meeting.
Governmental Affairs/COSFL—Vice President Pittman-Munke reported passage of the transfer bill
in the state legislature. The senate also passed the establishment of Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
programs across the state. Murray State has posted its proposal to CPE as has Eastern; expecting one
or two more. The transfer committee continues to meet and hopes to be able to align outcomes for
general education assessment. CPE has purchased new software in order to facilitate tracking of
courses and to assist in the evaluation of transcripts across the state. Map reports should be generated
virtually and updated automatically.
Handbook and Personnel—No report.
Rules, Elections, and Bylaws—Results of the spring university faculty governance elections were
reported. There was a tie in the race for Promotion and Leave within the College of Humanities and
Fine Arts. Vice President Pittman-Munke suggested that the committee look at FS Bylaws next year to
investigate the extension of voting beyond the initial polling in the event of a tie (runoff procedures).
Executive—President White reported that the administration is covering the $3,000 annual payment to
Votenet out of the Banner budget.
On behalf of the executive committee, President White moved approval of a resolution on the recent
search for provost. Responding to faculty sentiment over the process, the committee drafted a
resolution of concern over the search process. No strong objectives were noted in the final choice of

provost by the president; but rather, the waste of resources, minimal faculty input, and the fact that
faculty searches seem to be more scrutinized were noted. The resolution puts the Faculty Senate on
record asking that the process be examined. The resolution asking the board to look at the search was
passed 23 for/2 against. Regent Morgan will deliver it to the Board.
Outgoing senators were recognized for their service and new senators introduced by President White.
Nominations were then accepted for at-large representation on the senate's executive committee.
Senators Binfield, Herr, and McCreary were nominated and elected by acclamation.
President White shared a retirement commendation for Dr. Tim Miller, who has served as departmental
senator from the Department of Accounting for several years. Dr. Miller has faithfully served in
several capacities within the senate's finance and governmental affairs committees. President White
will make a presentation on behalf of the Faculty Senate at Dr. Miller's retirement reception.
President White also acknowledged the retirement of Provost Brockway. All faculty are invited to a
retirement reception on April 29, from 3-5 p.m. In Pogue Library.
Academic Council
Undergraduate Studies—No report.
Graduate Studies—Chair Gannon reported that the committee has finished business for the
year with many curriculum changes for the new Graduate Bulletin. The committee approved
minor revisions to the MFA program.
Library and Academic Support—No report.
Residential Colleges—No report.
Insurance and Benefits Committee—The committee met and tabled the resolution from the Faculty
Senate on domestic partner benefits.
New business—Dr. Stephen Herr, chair of the senate’s nominating committee, presented President
White with a plaque in recognition of his service as Faculty Senate President, and gave credit to his
leadership of the faculty of MSU in gaining respect in the community.
The nominating committee presented the following slate of officers that were unanimously elected:
Dr. Peggy Pittman-Munke, Faculty Senate President, and Dr. Johan Koren, Vice President.
President Pittman-Munke thanked the senate for their endorsement and looks forward to bringing a
statewide perspective into the executive report as she also continues as COSFL President. She then
appointed temporary committee chairs to serve over the summer. Committees will convene in
September to elect chairs and set meeting schedules. Temporary appointees are: Senator Bartnik,
Academic Policies; Senator Blaylock, Finance; and Senator Guyer, Governmental Affairs. Dr. Steve
White agreed to temporarily chair Handbook and Personnel.
Dr. Dave Gesler was elected by acclamation to continue as the Faculty Senate representative to the
University Intercollegiate Athletic Council for the term July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2013. The senate
adjourned for the summer at 4:20 p.m.

