	WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, TWELFTH NIGHT
	



Orsino, Duke of Illyria, is in love with the noblewoman Olivia. Olivia, though, refuses all suits from Orsino or any other man, in part because she has power and authority and wealth, since both her father and brother have passed away and she commands her own noble household. 

Viola and Sebastian, twins from far-off Messaline, while traveling on a sea voyage, are shipwrecked on the coast of Illyria. In the wreck, they are separated, and neither knows if the other is alive.

Viola, with the help of a kind sea captain, comes to Illyria. She disguises herself as a young man and seeks employment at the Duke’s palace. Duke Orsino finds the new young page, who goes by the name Cesario, to be quick-witted and clever, and Orsino sends Cesario to woo, or court, the noble Olivia, that is, to try to convince Olivia to fall in love with Orsino. 

Viola, as Cesario, visits Olivia, and Olivia falls in love with Cesario. Coincidentally, Viola has secretly fallen in love with Duke Orsino. 

Meanwhile, Olivia’s lady-in-waiting, Maria, has devised a plan to trick Olivia’s grumpy butler Malvolio into thinking that Olivia is in love with him. Maria writes a love letter, faking Olivia’s handwriting as best she can, and Malvolio finds the letter. The letter tells him that, if he loves Olivia, to come to visit her wearing yellow stockings with crossed garters, and smiling – something Malvolio never does.  The whole time that Malvolio is contemplating a future as the husband of a noble lady, Maria and some funny characters named Sir Toby Belch, Sir Andrew Aguecheek, and Fabian, look on, laughing hysterically at Malvolio’s ridiculousness.

Malvolio comes to Olivia in just this way, and Olivia assumes that he has lost his mind. She orders him to be put to bed in a dark room. Continuing with her plan, Maria has the jester Feste pretend to be a church man and visit with Malvolio. 

Meanwhile, Sebastian, Viola’s twin brother, also rescued from the shipwreck by a pirate named Antonio, also comes to Illyria. Olivia sees him on the street and invites him back to her mansion, calling him Cesario. Sebastian, seeing that Olivia is wealthy and attractive, has no objections. Shortly thereafter Olivia proposes marriage and the two go to a priest to be married. 

The pirate Antonio runs into Viola, dressed as Cesario, on the street, and presumes that Cesario is Sebastian. Cesario is baffled, never having seen Antonio before in his life. Antonio gets arrested for a previous pirate crime and begs Cesario, whom he thinks is Sebastian, for help. Cesario remains baffled.

Olivia runs into Cesario and calls him “husband”; Orsino hears this and is furious both at Olivia and at his servant Cesario. Viola, as Cesario, denies being Olivia’s husband, and tensions are high. Just at this moment, Sebastian enters, and everyone is astonished: it’s like there are two of them! Olivia is overjoyed at this prospect!

Malvolio enters, raging at Olivia for his mistreatment, and Olivia, glancing at the love letter that Malvolio has handed to her, notes simply that it isn’t her handwriting, but Maria’s. Fabian announces that Sir Toby has married Maria, the merry prankster, and Orsino takes the hand of the woman who has been his friend and confidant, and proposes marriage. Viola accepts. 

And they all live happily ever after . . . well, except for Malvolio!
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