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Name:

Drew Perry

Current Job:

Security Analyst
Murray State University

Home Town:

Benton, KY

Marital Status:

Married (Melissa)

Children:

Yes (Liam & Piper)

Education:

BS in TSM, 2008
MS in TSM, 2010

Hobbies:
Programmable microcontrollers, obviously.  I also enjoy running, Ultimate Frisbee,
archery, canoeing, and various other outdoor activities. I do enjoy video games although
I try to limit the time spent playing. Video games are like chocolate cake: A little is good,
a lot goes straight to your waistline.
What is your favorite thing to do on days off?
I spend most of my days off with my family. When I was younger, I often “took my work
home with me.” But as my children are getting bigger, I’ve realized just how precious my
time with them is. Obviously there are times I’ll spend an evening or so researching a
new topic or handling an urgent issue. But I try as much as possible to hang my job at
the door and just enjoy being a dad. That’s actually how I originally became interested
in the Arduino device, with my kids. My son and I have worked together to come up with
ideas for projects. It’s fun having him brainstorm what he really wants, and then try to
make it a reality. Our most recent creation is an infrared security alarm to keep baby
sister out of his room.
What is your favorite thing about your job?
I love that no matter how much I learn, there will always be something new; something
I’ve never dealt with before. It keeps me on my toes.
Do you have any research interests?
I’m very interested in Information Security topics and monitor new developments in
cyber defense, vulnerabilities, and general safe computing practices. I also love
computing education tools, such as the Arduino programmable microcontroller and the
Raspberry Pi single-board computer, both very inexpensive hardware systems to help
people learn their respective systems.

Are you on any boards, any organization advisors, etc.? If so how long have you
served on each?
I currently serve on the Online Learning Subcommittee of ACUTA, the National
Association for Information Communications Technology Professionals in Higher
Education. We coordinate and host all of the educational webinars provided by ACUTA.
I have served as a member for 2 years. I also volunteer with the ATSM student
organization on campus and assist with the Cyber Cave Academy summer camp
whenever possible.
Any current projects you are working on?
I spent Christmas break playing with and learning about the Arduino microcontroller. I
experimented with what it could do and how it could be used to instruct students on the
basic principles of electricity: current, resistance, and voltage; as well as software
programming. But it’s a fairly fragile device. I realized early on I’d need some kind of
protection for the Arduino when it wasn’t in use. And that’s when I thought of Rudy.
Rudy Ottway, a lecturer in the College of Science, Engineering, and Technology, and
wizard with the rapid prototyper, developed a custom MSU-branded presentation box
for the microcontroller. It not only protects the Arduino when not in use, but looks
absolutely gorgeous, and incorporates the MSU shield logo and color scheme. He
designed it in SolidWorks to create a 3D model and printed it himself in the prototyping
lab. But it’s not just a simple box. He measured and modeled the Arduino and crafted a
container that perfectly nestles the Arduino. I’ve been so impressed with the work he’s
done that I keep my Arduino on a presentation case in my office to show off.

Quote to live by?
The third of Arthur C. Clarke’s “Three Laws:” “Any sufficiently advanced technology is
indistinguishable from magic.” - As anyone working in information technology will tell
you, most people unfamiliar with IT will describe what I do as something akin to magic.
And as such, I must be a witch. Beware. 

